


Futures for Children was established in 1999 by Harry Bettice and Nick Barnsby. 

Both Harry and Nick came to the company through professional social work and 

individual experience of fostering within their own families.

The first office was opened in Kent in February 1999 where the administrative 

headquarters remains. Since that time, a number of regional offices have been 

opened across the country to provide local services for children and carers. 

The structure of establishing regional offices means that carers have the benefit 

of being part of a large and established organisation, whilst identifying with a 

local office near to their home where staff know them and the children they 

have in placement. 

Futures for Children is determined to keep the experience of fostering  

local and personal, where an individual voice is listened to, respected 

and acted upon.

A full copy of the Statement of Purpose is available on request.

Statement of 
Purpose

“Futures for Children is 
determined to keep the 
experience of fostering 

local and personal, where 
an individual voice is 

listened to, respected and 
acted upon”



Futures for Children provides, through a flexible, caring and imaginative foster 

care service, an opportunity for all our children and young people to become 

valued members of tomorrow's society.

Looked After Children represent the most disadvantaged and vulnerable 

members of our community. At Futures for Children it is our objective to 

provide the support and conditions in which these most vulnerable young 

people can thrive and achieve a positive outcome from their time spent in 

foster care. There is much work to be done to redress the disadvantages 

these children have experienced and little time to do this before they  

become independent young adults.

For many children a positive outcome may be a return to their parents or 

extended family. Maintaining contact and working with genuine respect for 

the child's family is crucial for keeping these options available. Other children 

may succeed best in long term alternative families including permanent foster 

care placements.

Futures for Children can provide a wide range of foster care placements and 

professional support services to provide specific packages of care to meet 

the needs of individual children and young people. These services are 

delivered by qualified and experienced social work staff and foster carers  

who are valued as full members of our professional team.
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Introduction

“it is our objective to 
provide the support and 

conditions in which 
vulnerable young people 
can thrive and achieve a 
positive outcome from 

their time spent in 
foster care”



Futures for Children is registered and inspected by the Commission for Social 

Care Inspection and fully embraces the National Minimum Standards for 

Fostering Services 2002. We contract with and receive referrals from local 

authorities across the country.

All carers approved by Futures for Children will have undergone a 

comprehensive assessment including the statutory and recommended checks 

and references. This assessment and all related information will be shared 

with local authorities considering the placement of children and young people 

with those carers.

Futures for Children emphasises the need to carefully match children to 

fostering families and has a policy that all available information is shared  

with prospective carers to facilitate this matching process.
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General 
Information

“Futures for Children 
emphasises the  

need to carefully  
match children to 
fostering families”





Futures for Children foster carers each have a qualified social worker 

allocated to supervise and support them in caring for the children they have 

in placement. In addition, carers can access support and guidance on a 24 

hour basis throughout the year from our team of committed social work staff 

who operate an out of hours telephone service.

All foster carers receive a fee which recognises their professional 

commitment to the fostering task. In addition to their weekly fee, carers 

receive three weeks' holiday payment to enable foster children to be included 

in family holidays and activities.

On approval, foster carers sign a Foster Care Agreement setting out the 

responsibilities of the organisation and the carers to each other and to the 

children placed with them. All carers receive a copy of our information pack 

"Futures for Children Guidance for Foster Carers".

All carers approved by Futures for Children will have undertaken preparation 

in groups that will include the opportunity to meet experienced foster carers. 

Once approved, carers participate alongside staff and sessional workers in 

our comprehensive training programme provided both in house and 

externally. More experienced foster carers are supported to undertake  

NVQ courses.

Carers also have the opportunity to participate and occasionally host local 

support groups where they can share experiences with other carers.

Support to 
Foster Carers
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“carers can access 
support and guidance on a 
24 hour basis throughout 

the year from our team 
of committed social 

work staff” 



Futures for Children:

 �respects human diversity; we are committed to valuing and meeting  

the needs of people of all abilities, culture, religion, gender and  

sexual orientation.

 �seeks to promote relationships whilst recognising that all individuals  

have the right to dignity and self-determination.

 �provides appropriate services and actively seeks to work with schools  

and other community resources to assist young people to maximise  

their potential.

 �values the commitment shown by foster carers and staff alike, whom we 

assist to develop and maintain the highest quality of childcare provision.

 �requires the highest standards from our foster carers and staff who  

are expected to be self-motivated in dealing with challenge and to work 

imaginatively, in partnership with local authorities, children and their 

families. We have a commitment to regular supervision and  

appropriate training.

 �has a commitment to maintain quality standards in operating a service that 

satisfies customers' needs in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

 �works in accordance with the placing authorities' expectations and 

delegated tasks. Reports will be produced to record the child's progress 

and for the purposes of planning and review.
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Values Statement

“we seek to promote 
relationships whilst 
recognising that all 
individuals have the  
right to dignity and  
self-determination.”



Futures for Children is committed to valuing diversity and will not tolerate 

discrimination on grounds of gender, religion, ethnic origin, language, culture, 

disability or sexuality. This principle runs throughout the work that we do and 

applies equally to children and young people, foster carers, staff and other 

workers with whom we have contact. Futures for Children makes a positive 

commitment to providing care which respects and preserves each child's 

ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background.
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Equal Opportunities Statement

“Futures for Children makes a positive 
commitment to providing care which 
respects and preserves each child's 
ethnic, religious, cultural and 
linguistic background.”



Head Office
69 College Road,  
Maidstone,  
Kent ME15 6SX
Telephone 01622 673555 
Freephone 0870 224 9030    
Fax 01622 683555

Southend
62 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex SS1 1PG
Telephone 01702 335932   
Fax 01702 434266

Sandhurst
337a Yorktown Road, 
College Town, 
Sandhurst, 
Berks GU47 0QA
Telephone 01276 38044  
Fax 01276 35445

Milton Keynes
4 Canon Harnett Court,  
Warren Farm, Wolverton Mill,  
Milton Keynes MK12 5NF
Telephone 01908 313222    
Fax 01908 313161

Wanstead
78 Nightingale Lane, 
Wanstead, 
London E11 2EZ
Telephone 0208 989 6016 
Fax 0208 989 6068

Durham
8 Lumley Court,                                                                             
Chester-le-Street, 
Co. Durham DH2 1AN
Telephone 0191 492 2371 
Fax 0191 492 2153

Haywards Heath
18a South Road, 
Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex RH16 4LA
Telephone 01444 411104 
Fax 01444 411136
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Regional Offices

Email contact@futures-for-children.org

Website www.futures-for-children.org

Registered Company No: 3683754




